
AN MLML PRODUCTION IN ASSOCIATION WITH BLOOMSBURY FESTIVAL  

I was very inspired to see that Bloomsbury Festival’s theme for this year, after so much darkness, is ‘Shine a 
Light’. Together with nine international composers, we have produced a programme of music that talks of 
the beauty of nature, childhood, memories, treasuring special moments, games, and reflection. 

This is my first live performance with more than five people in the audience since January 2020, and I 
couldn’t be happier about having a professional magician with me on stage. Part of a pianist’s job consists 
on creating sonic illusions, so I feel it has a natural connection to visual magic. You will be amazed by 
Markhele’s work, as he has tailored routines and illusions to the composers’ music.  

We hope that this recital will inspire and move you, as ‘the magic of the music seems to light the way’. 

- María Luisa Muñoz López. 

 

 

L I G H T H O U S E  O F  I L L U S I O N S



PROGRAM 

1. COALESCENT COLLISION — LORENZO BASSIGNANI 

2. PRINTS FROM A SAVANNAH — MANUEL PÉREZ-RODRÍGUEZ 
i. Zebras grazing.  
ii. Gazelle chased by chetah. 
iii. Hienas. 
iv. Herd of elephants. 
v. Lionesses hunting. 

3. THIS TOO SHALL NOT PASS — HARIBASKAR GANESAN  

4. CONFABULATION — NATHEN DURASAMY 

5. AT THE CASINO — MARISA MUÑOZ-LÓPEZ 

6. THREE STORIES — ÁNGEL HERNÁNDEZ-LOVERA 
i. Encounters.  
ii. The flight of the little cardinal. 
iii. In the cave of Babá. 

7. THE CHIMES OF CHANGE — NICK COLEMAN 

8. THREE MADRIGALS — SAMUEL PRADALIE 
i. Love song.  
ii. Prayer fragment. 
iii. Dancing in the mist. 

9. UTRERA — FRASER MCKNIGHT 

10. DUST OF SNOW — KC CHENG 
In three movements. 



THE MAGICIAN 

MARKHELE 

Markhele is an experienced stage magician. His repertoire is a mix of 

dove magic, comedy magic, dangerous magic and even close up that 

will amaze and delight all kind of audiences. Markhele is the perfect 

entertainer to create a wonderful atmosphere and a memorable event.  

- Website - markhele.com  

- Instagram and Facebook - @markhelemagic 

- YouTube - Markhele Magic 

THE PIANIST 

MARISA ML 

María Luisa Muñoz-López is an award-winning pianist and 

composer, and a creative producer. She has performed in venues 

in the UK and Spain, including The Southbank Centre and 

Auditorio Príncipe de Asturias, and has attained a total of nine 

prizes in national and international piano and chamber music 

competitions. Most recently, Marisa was awarded the Nancy 

Dickinson Award at the Royal Academy of Music, where she is 

currently pursuing a Masters in Music (Performance) with Professor Diana Ketler. 

- Website - marisaml.com 

- Instagram and Facebook - @marisamlmusician 

- YouTube - Marisa ML 

http://markhele.com
http://marisaml.com


THE COMPOSERS 

1. COALESCENT COLLISION — LORENZO BASSIGNANI 

A Trinity Laban graduate (BMus in Jazz Performance and MA 

in Composition) and further training at Berklee (Celebrity 

Scholarship), Lorenzo has written music for a wide range of 

ensembles, including orchestral commissions from Forum 

Music Village Studios, The London Street Orchestra and The 

Sylvan Ensemble. He has also scored TV documentaries, 

commercials and films, working for Russell Brand, Mediaset, 

Sky, Universal and RAI. As well as a composer, Lorenzo is a 

session bass player, and he has toured internationally and performed with artists including Hazel 

O'Connor, Aubrey Logan, Ivo Neame, Lindsey Webster, Super DBs, Keith Slattery, Polly Gibbons and is a 

regular in the house band at the jam at Ronnie Scotts. 

“After a period of relative calm during lockdown, it feels like suddenly life has restarted but in 5th gear...so 

I tried to bring that into this piece. A sudden burst of fast paced life and the contradiction of seeking some 

calmness as well as enjoying a fast paced existence.”  

-  Website - www.lorenzobassignani.com  - Instagram - @lbassignani 

2. PRINTS FROM A SAVANNAH — MANUEL PÉREZ RODRÍGUEZ 

Composer and conductor, born in San Fernando (Cádiz). Manuel has conducted 

various important ensembles such as El Real Centro Filarmónico ‘Eduardo 

Lucena’ and the ‘Orquesta Sinfónica de Córdoba’. As a composer he has had 

works written for and premiered by soloists, chamber groups and big ensembles. 

In June 2015, he was awarded the title of ‘Académico de la Real Academia de 

San Romualdo de Ciencias, Letras y Artes, de San Fernando’.  

“The work represents 5 scenes: the zebras, with their black and white stripes symbolized by the keyboard; 

the speed of the cheetah, intense but short; the hyena, with its clumsy gait, its laughter and the fight for 

carrion; the elephant, with its heaviness, its slow walk and its head and trunk swaying; and the lionesses, 

with their stealth on the prowl and the final finish of the prey.” 

- YouTube - ampicurita 

http://www.lorenzobassignani.com


3. THIS TOO SHALL NOT PASS — HARIBASKAR GANESSAN 

Indian composer Haribaskar Ganessan works between the worlds of Indian 

specific to Carnatic tradition and Western classical music. He finished Masters in 

Composition at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance under the 

tutelage of John Lely, Soosan Lolavar, Deidre Gribbin and Douglas Finch. He had 

his early music education in Carnatic vocals and harmonium, later learning the 

Piano Forte and Theory of Music. His composition 'A tale of Withering Feathers' was featured as part of 

Rude Health at Southbank center in January 2019. He currently resides in Chennai, India. 

“‘The title is based on a Tamil scripture ‘Thirukural’ written roughly between 3BCE-1BCE. There are a total 

of 1330 couplets and this composition is based on the couplet No 129 which roughly translates as    ‘The 

scars caused by fire would vanish with time, but the scars caused by words would never heal’”  

- Facebook and Instagram - @composer.haribaskar 

4. CONFABULATION — NATHEN DURASAMY 

Nathen Durasamy is a professional classical guitarist and composer from 

Lincolnshire. Performing and teaching across London, Nathen began composing 

during lockdown. His first orchestral work was awarded first place in the Daryl 

Runswick competition, chosen by Stephen Fry, who remarked Nathen’s music is 

“complex and intelligent”. Nathen is currently writing for film and tv including a 

pilot for Amazon prime scheduled to broadcast in 2022.  

“The term ‘confabulation’ is commonly defined as ‘honest lying’. The piece is an exploration of memory 

distortion, delusion and how one perceives themselves. Memories are distorted based on our perception 

of ourselves, and in turn our memories influence our perception of ourselves. And so in a cyclic manner 

each redefine the other. Continuously we delude ourselves that these falsehoods are accurate 

interpretations of the truth. Throughout the piece the theme is manipulated in such a way that it seems to 

be unrecognizable each time. Like a memory continually being maladapted.” 

- Website - nathendurasamy.com - Instagram - @loganathen_ 

http://nathendurasamy.com


5. AT THE CASINO — MARISA ML 

Marisa has been widely commissioned by a variety of musicians 

including Douglas Finch and Elena Riu. Her works have been 

performed live in different venues, including The Great Hall at 

Blackheath Halls, where her orchestral piece ‘The Lesser of Two 

Evils’ was conducted by Gregory Rose. Max Reinhardt, Late 

Junction BBC Radio3 presenter, stated that he was ‘swept away’ by 

this piece and that he ‘identified elements of both Stravinsky and 

Morricone’ in it, and awarded her First Prize at the Daryl Runswick Competition 2018. She was also 

awarded First Prize at the Young Composers English Song Competition in Ludlow 2017. Marisa has 

worked as a soundtrack composer in collaboration with film makers and is an alumnus of the Palomar Film 

Music Workshop, led by Larry Groupé. 

“This piece was commissioned by composer Diana Arismendi, who invited me to perform at the Festival 

Lationamericano de Música 2021. I wanted to explore a combination of percussion with Spanish and 

Latin-American music.  At this point, I also already knew I wanted to work with Markhele, so I thought this 

would be the perfect occasion for a bit of up-front magic at the casino”  

- Website - marisaml.com  - Facebook and Instagram - @marisamlmusician 

6. THREE STORIES -  ÁNGEL HERNÁNDEZ LOVERA 

Angel is a composer from Venezuela residing in Austria whose works range from 

ensemble to symphonic writing. He has participated in different festivals and 

worked with various ensembles in diverse countries such as: Austria, Germany, 

UK, France, Argentina, USA, Russia, Switzerland, Venezuela. 

“They are based on three children's stories, each one provided me with different 

information and an objective with which I could work in the search for sounds 

that reflected what was written. Being children's stories, these helped me to maintain a light writing, and 

the search for nobler sounds, which could be fun or relaxing when listened to by a child. Each piece has a 

technical and harmonic context that would bring the listener closer to the theme of the story.” 

- Instagram - @a.hernandez.lovera  

http://marisaml.com


7. THE CHIMES OF CHANGE — NICK COLEMAN 

Nick is a Composer, Arranger, Musical Director and Piano Tutor who recently 

completed his MMus in Composition at Trinity Laban Conservatoire Of Music And 

Dance in 2019, the culmination of which was conducting his own orchestral suite, 

‘Home’, at its first public performance at Blackheath Halls, London. Nick currently 

works as a Musical Director in Suffolk for arts organisations including The Emma 

Dodd School of Performing Arts and The Ipswich Hospital Community Choir, 

alongside giving piano tuition both privately and at a local secondary school. 

Nick’s composition interests are broad, but are mainly focussed on orchestral works, musical theatre and 

piano. 

“The Chimes Of Change is the 11th piece he has written for solo piano, and has strong influences from 

Rachmaninov and Khachaturian. This piece captures the complexity and fast pace of modern life via the 

use of rapid scalic passages, and selected chromaticism, interspersed with periods of respite and positive 

energy from tumbling chords which mimic the tolling of celebratory bells.” 

- Website - nicoleman@sky.com 

8. THREE MADRIGALS— SAMUEL PRADALIE 

Samuel Pradalie (1997) is a British composer whose musical output is 

preoccupied with naïve and short pieces. His compositions use flamboyant 

instrumental role play, obsessive repetitious materials and dramatic 

changes in tone. Samuel has worked with a number of ensembles and 

organisations including the Lietzeorchester Berlin, CoMA Ensemble 

London, Bristol Ensemble, Cambridge University Music Society, The Carne 

Trust String Quintet, Borough New Music and has been performed at such 

diverse venues as the Rundfunk Hall Berlin, Blackheath Halls London, West 

Road Theatre Cambridge, and St Georges Bristol. 

“‘Three Madrigals’ is a set of three small character pieces for solo piano. The set of compositions contains 

lyrical movements alluding to programmatic meaning, and ambiguity being established through fluid 

rhythmic writing. “ 

mailto:nicoleman@sky.com


1) 'Love Song': consists of a lyrical melody made up from dropping languid phrases which are continually 

set up and interrupted throughout the piece. 

2) 'Prayer Fragment': looks to capture a solemn religious tone. This piece is made up from two materials; 

the meandering line, and the chant-like chords. 

3) 'Dancing in the Mist': is based around a waltz-like material that is being continually contorted.”  

- Website - samuelpradaliecomposer.com - Soundcloud - Samuel Pradalie  

 
9. UTRERA — FRASER MCKNIGHT 

Fraser McKnight is a London based sound engineer with a background  

in music composition which draws influence from the early 20th century style. 

“During the summer I visited Granada and watched the Alboreá -  

a spectacular flamenco show. This piece was inspired by that  

breathtaking experience.”  

- Website - frasermcknight.com  

 

10. DUST OF SNOW — KC CHENG  

Kc composer, conductor 

living in denial, 

composing in exile,  

conducting in oblivion. 

About ‘Dust of Snow’: 

Layer by layer -  

everything is eventually covered.  

Reflection and refraction (of harmony), 

continue to fill the atmosphere - 

Until the snow melts away. 

- ka.c.cheng@hotmail.com 

http://samuelpradaliecomposer.com
http://frasermcknight.com
mailto:ka.c.cheng@hotmail.com


SPECIAL THANKS 

To John-Paul Muir and the Bloomsbury Festival team for all their work behind the scenes in making this 
concert possible. 

To all the composers for trusting me with their works, and to Markhele for all his magical input. 

To my family and friends for their encouragement and support. 

To all of the audience members here today and those watching online - thank you for giving us your time 
and attention. We will continue to be inspired by you and we hope that you leave today with music, magic 
and light in your hearts. 

 

CONTACT 

www.marisaml.com  

Facebook and Instagram @marisamlmusician  

Email: mlmarisamus@gmail.com 

http://www.marisaml.com
mailto:mlmarisamus@gmail.com

